conditions in the home are likely to have a detrimental effect on the performance of the child at school. Life, in a single parent family or broken home, can be stressful for both the child and the parents. Such families are faced with challenges of inadequate financial resources (Children Defense Fund, 2004 ). Schults (2006) noted that if people from unstable homes are to be compared with those from stable homes, it would be seen that the former have more social, academic and emotional problems. Agulana (2005) asserted that children of unmarried parents/separated families often fail and are at risk emotionally. However, this may not be completely applicable in all cases of broken homes. According to Hargreaves (1991) , student's resilience in a one-parent household is believed to be a significant indication of success in other areas of their lives, including academics. Divorce is an unplanned event in a family's life. It is something that affects each member of a family at different times and in different ways. About half of all marriages will end in divorce, leaving one million children each year to deal with the process of divorce (Laura, Specter &Martin, 2009 ).
Akanbi (2014) defined divorce as a legal dissolution of marriage bond. Once the couple decides to divorce, they are free to remarry again. This is not same as separation of married couples, who out of grievances, decide to live apart by avoiding each other for a long period of time before deciding to resolve their differences and coming together again on agreed terms without any legal means or involvement but through family interference. Though the two concepts, (divorce and separation), could be used interchangeably, yet they differ significantly. It is so because many Africans are governed by traditional believe where divorce is not celebrated or welcomed by anyone. Nigeria is a good example of such African countries. Families come together to help couples settle their differences unlike the western believe where couples use just a "single phone call to put an end to a marriage that is barely a year". This is because the home, in the context of a child, affects his reaction to life situations and his level of performance at school, not only the school, the family as well is tagged and identity dented, by so doing prospective couples in the future may not be allowed to associate with people from broken homes or single parents. According to Omoruyi (2014) , academic performance is seen as the knowledge attained or skills, shown in the school subject. To indicate such achievement, test scores or marks are assigned by the teachers. It is the school evaluation of the classroom work on the basis of the grades awarded. Academic performance according to Akinboye (2006) is of two types i.e. positive and negative (poor) performance. Habits, family background, perseverance, attitudes, interest -all these affect academic achievement in school. He concluded that if these variables are modified and attitude changed positively, then the level of individuals' academic performance would improve. Academic achievement is an essential consideration in measuring success in students. Survey and research reports have shown that high academic achievement has become an enormous task to be accomplished by students in recent times. Poor academic performance was recorded both at the secondary and tertiary levels of education in Nigeria (Tenibiaje, 2009 ).The performance of students at any level in educational institutions in Nigeria has attracted much criticism. The decline in the academic performance of students in Nigeria needs restructuring. He further highlighted the academic need for standards which had fallen drastically and the quality of graduates being produced by the nation's universities is questionable and subject to re-examination. Poor academic achievement of students has been of great concern to educationists, Measurement and Evaluation experts as well as guidance counselors. Despite all guidance programames and counseling strategies mounted in schools to improve students' academic performances yet poor performances are recorded yearly. Ushie, Emeka, Ononga, and Owolabi (2012) further cited the view of Ajila and Olutola (2007) , that the home has a great influence on the child's psychological, emotional, social and economic states. In his view, the state of the home affects the individual since the parents are the first socializing agents in an individual life. This is because the family background and context of a child affect his reaction to life situations and his level of performance. Family structure in terms of single and two parent families had been noted in their literature to have a significant influence on students' performance and mental development (Yusuf & Eweniyi, 2005) .This is because providing a supportive learning environment at home requires parents' time as much as financial resources. According to Salami and Alawode (2000) , the existence of single-parents in Nigeria is formerly unknown and where they existed, they are ignored as exceptional cases. However, nowadays, it is a fast-growing family patterns both inside and outside Nigeria. Although there are no available statistics of single-parent families in Nigeria (Salami & Alawode, 2000), practical experience and newspaper reports show that there is an increase of single-parents in Nigeria. In the western countries, there is a growing increase in the percentage of adults and children living in single parent households. Laura, Specter, Martin and Martin (2009) stated that divorce rates in the United State rose since the Civil war. Single-parent families live on average lower income than two-parent families and are thus more constrained in ensuring adequate financial resources to meet their children's learning needs. In addition, since single parents must cope with the double responsibility of work and child-rearing. It may be more challenging for them to provide and maintain a supportive learning environment for their children (OECD/UNESCO, 2003).Studies have shown that before parental divorce, children and adolescents suffer due to high levels of marital discord; ineffective and inconsistent parenting diminished parental wellbeing, and reduced parent-child affection, [ (Rodgers & Pryor (1998) , Demo & Cox (2000) ]. Hence, healthy child and youth development is often associated with support and affection from one or more adults as a buffer to the effect of risk. The interest of this study is in finding the relationship between these two phenomena (divorce and academic achievement) in reference to university students' academic achievement. Though many parents of students may have experienced a divorce earlier in childhood, it may still play a role in their everyday lives. In investigating this topic, the goal was to answer whether or not a certain degree of academic deficits are prevalent during university education. In conclusion, the university is a place of research interest where those who lack parental support issues may struggle academically. These individuals may have trouble coping with the large amount of stress and personal freedoms that come with higher cadre institutions. To examine broken home and the relationship between the broken home and the child to academic success, this research work surveyed students coming from broken homes, as well as those of intact families.
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Studies in the past (Nzewunwah, 1995 , have dealt with influence of home on academic performance of secondary school students, majority of which were adolescents. Among the undergraduates in Nigerian Universities today, we have some that have passed through adolescence stage, not only that, in Nigeria as of today, there is dearth of literature on comparative analysis of undergraduates academic achievement with respect to the types of homes they came from. It is on this background that this study was on comparative study of academic achievement of undergraduates from intact and broken home in a Nigerian University.
Purpose of the Study
The objectives of this study are to:
 investigate the academic achievement of the undergraduate from intact home;  investigate the academic achievement of undergraduates from broken homes;  examine factors contributing to broken homes from undergraduates perspectives; and  investigate if there is any significant difference in the academic achievement of undergraduates from intact and broken homes.
Significance of the Study
The study investigated significant difference between intact and broken homes on undergraduates' academic performance in schools. Based on the findings of the study, suggestions and recommendations would be made to educational planners, Education authorities o the guidelines that should be given to students that might have problem resulting from broken homes. It will also help in a long way in educating educational counsellors on the appropriate ways of helping the students from such homes and in adjusting to the society effectively as against the negative threat of divorce to undergraduates' academics.
Research Questions
The research questions of the study are as follows:  What is the academic achievement of the undergraduates from intact homes?  What is the academic achievement of the undergraduates from broken home?  What are the factors contributing to broken home from the perspectives of the undergraduates?
Hypothesis
 There is no significant different in the academic achievement of the undergraduates from intact and broken homes.
METHOD
The study employed survey research design. The target population for the study consisted of the Obafemi Awolowo University students in Ile-Ife. The study employed a simple random sampling technique consisting of 150 respondents from three faculties within the Obafemi Awolowo University community. The three faculties (Education, Administration and Arts) were selected using purposive sampling technique which consisted of fifty students in each faculty comprising of undergraduates from both broken and intact homes. Both primary and secondary data were employed in eliciting information from the respondents. The questionnaire was duly validated before used. The questionnaire was administered among Obafemi Awolowo University students in the three faculties. Also, records on the performances of the sampled undergraduates were collected from their respective faculties. Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) was used to analyze the data collected. The data were arranged in the required format and keyed into the software for the processing. The data were analyzed using frequency counts, simple percentages, Relative Significance Index (RSI) and independent t-test respectively.
RESULTS
The results were presented according to the research questions raised earlier as shown in the tables below:
Research Question 1:
What is the academic achievement of the undergraduates from intact home?
In order to answer this research question, Cumulative Grade Points Average (CGPA) as supplied from the selected faculties based on sample size of the undergraduates from intact home was subjected to descriptive analysis. The result is presented in Table 1 below. 
Table1. Academic Achievement of the Undergraduates from Intact Homes

Research Question 2:
What is the academic achievement of the undergraduates from broken home?
In order to answer his research question, Cumulative Grade Points Average (CGPA) as supplied in the selected faculties based on sample size of undergraduates from broken home was subjected to descriptive analysis. The result is presented in Table 2 below. 
Table2. Academic Achievement of the Undergraduates from Broken Homes
Research Question 3:
What are the factors contributing to broken home from the undergraduates' perspectives?
In order to answer this research question, items under factors such as A: pre-marital cohabitation and pre-marital child bearing. B: socio-economic status and insecurity, C: early marriages and couples with divorced parents were subjected to a descriptive analysis. The result is presented in Table 3 below. Table 3 shows the factors contributing to broken home from the perspectives of undergraduates. It can be observed that insecure individuals are more likely to become unhappy in their marriages over time and divorce is considered as the foremost factors that can contribute to broken home. This factor comes under socio-economic status and insecurity and had the highest Relative Significance Index (RSI) of 0.781.Also, 44.4% and 37.5% of the undergraduates agreed and strongly agreed to this factor while 11.1% and 6.9% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed. This is followed by "Having at least a modest income can help couples avoid stresses that can lead to divorce" with RSI value of 0.773.While 58.3% and 27.1% of the undergraduates agreed and strongly agreed to this factor, 11.1% and 3.5% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed respectively. Next is "The parent child relationships are a representation of how the child views relationships not only with friends but also with a romantic partner" with RSI of 0.752.This factor comes under early marriage and couples with divorced parents. In addition, 47.9% and 29.2% of the undergraduates agreed and strongly agreed to this factor whereas, 17.4% and 5.6% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed.
Table3. Factors Contributing to Broken Home
Another factor that is perceived as contributing to broken homes from undergraduates' perspective is feeling of disappointment if parents argue over money. This factor comes under socio-economic and insecurity and has RSI value of 0.750.While 38.9% and 33.3% of the undergraduates respectively agreed and strongly agreed, 22.2% and 5.6% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed. Pregnancy and childbearing prior to marriage significantly increase the likelihood of future divorce" a factor under premarital cohabitation and premarital child bearing had RSI value of 0.700 with 34.7% and 27.8% of the undergraduates who agreed and strongly agreed. However, 27.1% and 10.4% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed.
It is also revealed that challenges leading to divorce could be traced to low income within the household, is considered as another factor that can lead to broken home. As it can be observed, this factor has the RSI value of 0.698 and 47.9% and 20.8% of the undergraduates agreed and strongly agreed whereas, 20.8% and 10.4% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed that such can contribute to broken home. Regarding whether getting a divorce on the ground of "infidelity and abuse" be appropriate or not, 43.1% and 22.2% of the undergraduates agreed and strongly agreed while 23.6% and 11.1% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed. This factor has RSI value of 0.691 among others. Another factor is suspicion which may likely occur between married couple as a result of their previous cohabitation. This factor has RSI value of 0.670 and 50.0% and 13.9% of the undergraduates agreed and strongly agreed that such could lead to broken home while 26.9% and 9.7% of them disagreed and strongly agreed. Similarly, considerable percentage of the undergraduates believed that couples who live together before marriage appear to have a much higher chance of divorce if they marry. This factor has RSI value of 0.646 with 41.7% and 14.6% of the undergraduates who agreed and strongly agreed while 31.3% and 12./5% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed. The chances of divorce as a result of coming from parents with similar experience had RSI value of 0.639 with 29.2% and 22.9% of the undergraduates who agreed and strongly agreed while 28.5% and 19.4% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed. "Cohabitation is one of the reasons why marriages lead to divorce", and "marriage at a very young age increases the likelihood of divorce, especially in the early years of marriage" have the same RSI value of 0.635.However, while 41.0% and 12.5% of the undergraduates agreed and strongly agreed to the former, 26.4% NS 24.3% of them agreed and strongly agreed to the latter. Also, 34.7% and 11.8% of the undergraduates disagreed and strongly disagreed to the former while 28.5% and 20.8% of them disagreed and strongly disagreed to the latter. Other factors identified as contributing to broken homes with their respective RSI values include couple compatibility (0.538), financial recklessness on the part of either of the couple, and cohabitation before formal marriage which is considered the least among other factors with RSI value of 0.481.
Hypothesis
There is no significant difference in the academic achievement of the undergraduates from intact and broken homes.
In order to test this hypothesis, academic achievements scores of the undergraduates measured through CGPA were subjected to t-test of independence. The result is presented in table 4 below. Table 4 shows an independent sample t-test conducted to determine the differences in the academic achievement of the undergraduates from intact and broken homes. There is an indication from the result that there was no significant difference in the academic achievements of undergraduates from intact (M= 3.56, SD= 0.93) and broken homes (M= 3.45, SD= 0.98) with t =.596, p = .542.Since the p-value is greater than .05, the stated null hypothesis is therefore not rejected. It can therefore be concluded that there is no significant difference in academic achievement of the undergraduates from intact and broken homes.
Table4. T-test of Significant Difference in Academic Achievement of the Undergraduates from Intact and Broken Homes
DISCUSSION
It could be said from the research question one as investigated that the academic achievement of the undergraduates from intact homes revealed from the Cumulative Grade Points Average (CGPA) as supplied through records based on the sample size in the selected faculties from intact home was subjected to descriptive analysis. The results showed that 75% of those from intact homes were either on 2 nd class lower of 2 nd class upper division, such as in the perspective of Ducan (2005), which stated that the relationship between home variable, meaning the intact home and its essentials and academic achievement are positive but the broken home has made it negative. In backing this assertion, one could see from the results that intact families contribute more to undergraduate's academic performance, but only 13% were on 1 st class division and the other respondents were either 3 rd class or a pass owning up to the view of Schults (2006) who found that if undergraduates from unstable homes are to be compared with those from stable homes, it would be seen that the former have more social, academic and emotional problems.
The research question two revealed that respondents from broken homes had far imaginable academic achievement of 80% who were on either 2 nd class lower or 2 nd class upper division. With this result, it can then be said that Ducan's (2005) findings do not correlate to people of Nigeria as to his sampled population do not include West Africans. While only 10.0% were on 1 st class division, this invariable answered the question that undergraduates from broken home are affected by the threats of divorce or separation of their parents. The research question three which investigated factors contributing to broken home from the perspectives of the undergraduates, such factors include: pre-marital cohabitation and pre-marital child bearing, socio-economic status and insecurity, early marriages and couples with divorced parents were subjected to a descriptive analysis.
From the findings, it could be said that majority of the respondents disagreed on the concept of cohabitation prior to marriage; this finding completely complemented the statement of National Health Resource Center under the UN (2011) and Adeyemi (2017) that living together is now common which is one of the impacts of broken homes and is on the increase. Agulana (2005) asserted that children of unmarried parents/separated families often fail and are at risk emotionally. In contrasting the view of UN (2011) and Agulana (2005) , Hargreaves (1991) asserted that students' resilience in one-parent house hold is a significant indication of success in other area of their lives, including academics. He also pointed out that challenges have a way to motivate and take the best out of students from divorced/broken homes.
Furthermore, the socio-economic status and security revealed that 68.7% of the respondents agreed and strongly agreed that challenges in the family could be traced to low income leading to divorce while 85.4% of the respondents abruptly agreed and strongly agreed that a modest income can keep family together regardless of other challenges, just as revealed in Wallerstein and Blakeslee (2009) that changes in the economic and financial status of the family is a devastating consequences of divorce. Early marriages and couples with divorced parents revealed 70.8% agreement of future divorce for their children while 65.3% are of the opinion that divorce is appropriate on the ground of infidelity and abuse while 34.2% disagreed and strongly disagree, meaning that even if couples face challenges such as infidelity, they could still talk things over and resolve their differences.
The hypothesis indicated from the result that there was no significant difference in the academic achievements of undergraduates from intact and broken homes. Since the p-value is greater than .05, we therefore do not reject the stated null hypothesis. It can therefore be concluded that there was no significant difference in academic achievement of the undergraduates from intact and broken homes. A research study by Hetherington, Stanley and Anderson (1997) noted that children from divorced homes did experience more psychological and behavioral problems than children from intact homes, therefore 70% to 80% of these children emerged as "reasonably competent and well-adjusted individuals" after a time of readjustment to the divorce. Such has been established in this study so far but this claim against the view of Keith and Amato (1991) , that examined children from divorced and remarried families, the investigation revealed that these children are more likely to have academic problems, externalizing and internalizing disorders, lower self-esteem and social incompetency.
CONCLUSION
The study concluded that most of the respondents were not staying with their parents. They performed below expectation due to the lack of security, care, parental failure and discipline. It should be noted that undergraduates are fast growing and the society is changing into a global world beyond expectations. Undergraduates learn new things every day and if parents do not play the essential role they are to play, sooner or later the young stars lose focus and academic failure begins to set in beyond a reasonable measure. The study further concluded that some of the factors which cause academic failures linked to divorce, such as cohabitation, early marriage, family income, trust and insecurity between couples should be discouraged, curbed, in order to reduce the likelihood of broken home. This will enable the society to be a better place to race kids for the betterment of the generality.
RECOMMENDATIONS
 The government should create academic and counseling units in higher institutions of learning with adequate fund, while undergraduates from broken homes should be given proper guidance and counseling concerning their psychological needs and social problems towards their studies for appropriate discipline.
 Proper monitoring, security and discipline should be given to the undergraduates by their guidance and single parents.
 Parents should be enlightened on the need to stay together as husband and wife to raise a good family. They should persevere and tolerate each other in marriage.
 Religious scholars should expose parents to dangers of broken homes and their effect on academic achievement of the learners irrespective of their levels.
 Government should review upward minimum salary from the current amount to reasonable and substantial level to better the lives of the average citizens in the country.
 There is need for personal, social, group counseling and individual counseling in schools where students with challenged homes are counseled. Students at all levels should develop positive self-concept in life to assist them in their academic achievements.
